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Saturday March 7th was party time at Hawane Farm! The occasion? Nurse Jane turned 40!  The milestone was suitably celebrated with a fantastic day of fun on the Farm, with all sorts of mature games, like water-slides, Jumping-castle, hula-hoops, flour-dips, water balloons, three-legged races, wheel-barrow races, paint-ball target shooting, and even quad bike riding!  All rounded off with a huge birthday cake... that seemed to get everywhere!                                         
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It had been Jane’s idea, to celebrate her birthday with a picnic on the farm, and use it as an opportunity for the Potter’s Wheel Church families to get to know the Hawane Farm families, and to provide an opportunity for the Hawane children to interact more with children from outside the Hawane community, for a change. To this end, each Hawane family hosted one or two Potter’s Wheel families for the day, making up ‘teams’ in which the games were played, and the Potter’s Wheel families all brought picnics to share with their hosting Hawane families. It really was a wonderful day, thoroughly enjoyed by all – with lots of laughter and great food!  It is our aim that the relationships forged between the families that day will be built upon further, and that future opportunities will arise for the Hawane children to spend time with their new friends from Potter’s Wheel. 
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Reaching thirteen needs to be taken a little more seriously than turning 40, however! It has become a custom of The Lighthouse to usher our children into adulthood, by holding a blessing ceremony, and celebrating their ‘graduation’ from Safari Club (the Bible class for the under 13’s). It is designed to affirm them; to confer upon each new young adult a sense of identity and destiny, and to call them to accountability, thus encouraging responsibility. Last month we were privileged to celebrate with two young men as they stepped over the threshold, into adulthood. (Pic: Andile receiving his graduation certificate).  
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A poem, by Lindokhule Ngamphalala (15yrs)

I am a girl

I am a girl

And I have rights.

And if ever you touch me

In a way that I do not like,

I will speak out,
Speak out and tell the world!

I am a girl,

A child,

A woman,

And a mother of tomorrow.

For that, do not destroy my future.
  Thanks for helping, and enriching the lives of our Lighthouse children. Kevin and Helen                                                                                                                                                                                           
