
During the holiday season, we were able to rent two buses for 
seven hours in order to share with passengers the meaning of 
Christmas.  As people entered, they were told the fare was paid 
for. Two teams of young people sang Christmas songs, shared 
testimonies and the plan of salvation with passengers as they 
were given tracts and candy.  Amazingly, people were so 
touched by the songs and message that they actually cried 
when they heard how much God loves them and wants to 
forgive their sins.   Dozens of people prayed to receive Christ!  



Orphanages in our city started a tradition of giving Christmas cards to 
different organizations where the orphans ask for one gift from 
Santa.  Our church received 41 requests, and people in our 
congregation purchased gifts.  The greatest joy was when the 
children wanted to receive Christ’s free gift of salvation after hearing 
the Christmas message.   It was a wonderful time of sharing!  This 
took place in three different orphanages!  



Every January during winter break our church 
hosts a regional youth conference for three 
days.  This year’s conference was sponsored by 
Global Advance.  The main speakers, Pastor 
Valson Varghese from India and Pastor Sergei 
Gorbenko from Omsk, inspired the group of 350 
youth to totally commit their lives to Christ and 
be more involved in ministry.  It was an 
incredible time of worship, prayer and 
dedication to Christ.  Dozens of youth 
responded to the call to missions.    



Youth from our church who organized the conference 

We thank God for Mark Steinfield who helped us with our first missionary school in 2000.  This 
past December, he came to train pastors who were graduates of his original class.  He also 
taught the new missionary class and held a seminar for our congregation on the Old 
Testament. 

It was wonderful having  our four 
children home for Christmas as 
they are such a help in the 
ministry! Thank you so much for 
your prayers and support that 
enable us to minister in Siberia.  
We thank God for you!  
Ilya & Janet 
Joshua, Jessica, Joanna & Joseph 


